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It is so good to see so many members up 
at the club both on the course and making 

use of the clubhouse facilities. As you will be 
aware my year started with us all still in the 
grips of the pandemic. 
The first casualty was the Annual Burns 
Supper. It was a tough decision to cancel 
it, but it felt right to keep the performers, 
members and staff safe at that time. 
Hopefully, it will be back with a bang next 
year!
The Shotgun Dinner was another casualty, 
although we did manage to get the golf 
played with a full field. This was followed up 
with the equally successful Jubilee Shotgun 
which again carried a full field.
Andrew McGregor has now been with us for 
just over 8 months and I hope most of you 
have had a chance to catch up with him. He is 
settling in really well and I would like to thank 
the membership for welcoming him so warmly 
to Pollok. 
As I am sure you will appreciate his duties 
have pulled him in many directions, but he 
is handling this well and making the role his 
own.

RECENT RAIN HAS BEEN A 
BLESSING AS THE COURSE IS 
REALLY TAKING SHAPE
The works to the course have continued and 
the recent rain has been a blessing as the 
course is really starting to take shape. We 
began the ditch and drainage works back in 
February when we were hit by possibly the 
wettest few weeks ever.  These monsoon-like 
conditions meant that the heavy machinery 
had to be withdrawn costing the loss of 
several weeks from the programme. Then 
as luck would have it, we experienced a 

ridiculously dry period just as the fresh turf 
was being laid. It still looks patchy but we 
have been assured this will all recover. The 
ditch works at holes 5, 6, 7, 9 and 10 have 
been met with general approval. They will 
soon become a welcome addition to the 
course.

THE NEW COURSE 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN IS 
AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE
Remaining with the course, we have 
also progressed with the new Course 
Development Plan. Again, I would like to 
thank many of you for your time and input. 
The Plan has been well received by the 
membership and we genuinely hope it will 
give us a great platform to allow future 
planning both on and off the course. I hope 
you all have had an opportunity to review 
the plan. If not, it is currently available on the 
website.  We really do appreciate that we are 
only short-term custodians of the course and 
need to plan sensibly and sympathetically. As 
the saying goes:
‘A golf course moves forward and becomes 
great when old men plant trees that they 
know the shade of which they will never 
experience.’
The main goal this year is quite clearly the 
irrigation system. It has been challenging 
to get over the line because the design, 
negotiations and procurement have been 
complex. But I am delighted to report that we 
now have a signed contract in place with a 
proposed start date of early October. As I am 
sure you will all appreciate the market for this 
type of works is really competitive and we are 
pleased that we have secured our preferred 
contractor with our ideal start date. We have 
also managed to protect ourselves from the 

ever increasing material costs by securing 
many of the materials, including the pipework, 
earlier this year. Since we locked in our rates, 
the pipe work costs have increased by a 
staggering 30% with further rises possible. 
The irrigation system will bring the course to 
the next level. With the confidence we have 
in the on-course team we really see a bright 
future for the course. This remains the priority 
for ourselves and the membership.
The course has been in fantastic condition 
and will continue to improve as the year 
progresses. Andy MacIntee and his team 
are working tirelessly and their efforts are 
appreciated by us all.
We are also exceptionally proud that Andy 
has been selected to represent the Club at 
this year’s 150th Open at St Andrews as part 
of the specialist Green’s team. We wish him 
all the best and hope he enjoys this amazing 
experience. I am sure Andy will appreciate 
a wee wave from any Pollok members that 
are lucky enough to be heading through to 
catch some golf while he strides across the 
hallowed links.  
Captain’s Comment continued on page 3. 
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WE HAVE ENGAGED A NEW 
MARKETING TEAM TO ASSIST 
WITH THE VISIBILITY AND 
PROMOTION OF THE CLUB
Membership numbers remain good. However,  
we are currently a few short of our 500 
constitutional maximum as a number of 
members have switched categories. We 
would be more comfortable with a couple 
more applications in the pipeline. As you 
will be aware our favoured source of new 
members is via existing 
members. So, if you have any 
friends or colleagues that may 
be interested please get in 
touch.
In an effort to progress and 
improve our membership and 
external communication links 
we are pleased to announce 
that we have engaged a new 
Marketing Team to assist with the 
visibility and promotion of the Club, 
including Facebook, Instagram and even 
TikTok.

INCREASED USE AND SPEND 
IN THE CLUBHOUSE
The clubhouse has again started to be 
used by members and guests and this is a 
testament to both the front-of-house and the 
kitchen team which is headed up by Barry. 
With his regular specials being a big hit, we 
have an increase in spend and hope to have 
a new and improved menu with you all very 
soon. We are happy to have brought the 
catering back in-house but did learn a great 
deal from the previous external caterers.

LOOKING FORWARD TO THE 
GENTS OPEN, SENIORS AND 
MIXED OPENS
This year we continue with our programme 
events. We hosted the Ladies Tri-am in 
association with the Beastson Cancer Charity 
and once again this was hugely successful 
with over 160 ladies out on the course. The 
feedback was unanimously positive and the 
catering did tremendous business. We look 
forward to the Gents, Seniors and Mixed 

Opens. We were also immensely 
proud to welcome the Paul 
Lawrie Tartan Pro Tour and the 
Pro Dream Junior event which 
again carried world ranking 
points for the participants.  The 
field was strong with some 
fabulous golf on show. These 

events will continue to 
grow our reputation 
as one of, if not THE, 
best parkland courses 

in the West of Scotland.

HOLES AVAILABLE FOR 
BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP
Our new partnership team has run these 
events fantastically well and incorporating a 
number of corporate events has given us a 
much needed additional revenue stream. The 
partnership team are also keen to add a few 
business partners to support the external 
events and if you are interested in getting 
involved please don’t hesitate to contact the 
office for further details. We also have a few 
remaining holes available for sponsorship. 
The sponsorship includes an annual 
partnership/sponsors day at the Club with 
your company’s details being displayed on 
the tee furniture at your chosen hole. Once 
again the office can supply further details.

NEW CLUB CHAMPION  
MARK PLUMBRIDGE
It would be remiss of me not to take this 
opportunity to congratulate our new Club 
Champion Mark Plumbridge. This was 
a fantastic achievement and very well 
deserved. I hope he enjoys his year as 
Champion.

I AM CONFIDENT AND 
EXCITED ABOUT THE FUTURE 
OF POLLOK GOLF CLUB
We have gone through a great deal of change 
and uncertainty over the past few years but 
with my team I am confident and excited 
about the future at Pollok and I hope you too 
are seeing improvements which are setting us 
on the right direction for years to come.

CAPTAIN’S CONCERNS
With the course looking amazing I feel able 
to ask all members to take extra care on the 
course to help with:
• The raking of bunkers
• The repair of pitch marks
• The replacement of divots
• The picking up of broken tees
These are simple things which we can all do to 
improve the playability and look of the course.

Health & Safety Teeing Off
I would remind players of the importance 
of ensuring that they only drive from the 
1st tee when other players on the 1st and 
18th fairways are out of range. This is a 
serious health & safety issue that we must all 
work together to ensure safety for all. Players 
on the 16th and 5th tees must also be aware 
of each other’s presence when playing.
Locker Room Consideration
A number of members are using the locker 
room and foyer storage areas for long term 
storage of clubs, shoes and other apparel 
These areas are for short term storage only. 
All members do have security lockers and 
items MUST be stored within members’ own 
designated areas.
Lapses in dress code standards
It has also been brought to my attention that 
there are occasional lapses in dress code 
standards. I would again ask members that 
they please keep this in mind. I have asked the 
caddie masters to keep an eye on this for me 
as I am sure you will appreciate we all wish 
standards to be upheld.
Scott McMaster Club Captain

CAPTAIN’S COMMENT CONTINUED…

Club Champion Mark Plumbridge

MAKE THE ‘SMART’ MOVE AND  
SUPPORT YOUR CLUB

Quality club attire, available to buy  
in the clubhouse shop. 
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The Seniors’ Section’s season continues 
apace. Well, in terms of interest and 

enjoyment it does. Golfing success is a 
different matter. 
So far, the record reads - Played 6. Lost 5. 
The one astonishing win against the Royal 
Perth Golfing Society was said to be due to 
incredible leadership on the day although 
some detractors suggest it was mere luck.
Unabashed, the Seniors’ Committee is 
delighted to announce that the inaugural 
Seniors’ Summer Fourball competition will 
be held on the afternoon of Friday 5th 
August. The format will be a fourball better 
ball playing off yellow tees with a shotgun 
start at 1.00pm.
In order to build on the excellent 
relationships that have been developed 
through participation in our Seniors’ team 
matches, teams of two will be based on an 
open draw from all choosing to play. We 
would hope however that Seniors who have 
not played in the team matches would still 
be interested in playing in this competition.

AND THERE’S A BARBECUE 
INCLUDED, TOO!
With the shotgun start we will be limited to 
18 x 4 players so get your entry application 
in quickly to avoid disappointment. Entry 
is by email to p.waddell07@btinternet.
com. Peter has had 45 replies so far 
but would encourage those of you who 
have not replied to do so at your earliest 
convenience. 
Full details of handicap allowances and 
scoring will be issued shortly before the day.
There will be a barbecue after the game 
included in the £10 per head entry, a wee 
swally is extra, which will be payable on the 
day. We are expecting to be approached by 
a number of Corporate bodies desperate to 
be associated with this prestigious event. 
So I would hope we may be able to offer a 
prize. If you still have significant, although 
modest would be good, business interests 
or contacts please feel free to bring 
forward offers of prizes. Wide publicity of 
your generosity can be guaranteed which 

will help you convince your Marketing 
Departments to support this worthy cause. 
If we manage to beg, steal or borrow a prize 
it will be awarded at the post-match barbie. 
‘No victory speech will be necessary much 
to the delight of most attending I would 
imagine’, Peter adds.

One of the many things that makes golf 
a  wonderful  game is the etiquette 

all players are expected to observe. It’s a 
formal word for something that is quite 
straightforward. It’s about consideration 
for others. 
Pollok has always been a club that has 
placed great emphasis on it. Here it has 
never been a case of sticking up notices all 
over the clubhouse. Members are expected 
to know.
With Covid some of what is expected of 
members - such as changing shoes in the 
car park - was sensibly relaxed. Maybe it is 
time to remind ourselves how we can make 
the game even more enjoyable for ourselves 
and others.

IT STARTS WITH THE OBVIOUS -  
REPLACING DIVOTS, RAKING 
BUNKERS, REPAIRING PITCH MARKS.  
Then there is the impact we have on other 
games around us. There is surely nothing 
more irritating than being stuck behind 
a slow game the players in which just 
refuse to look back and see how many 
times other players have to wait over their 
shots. Nobody needs to run at any time 
but players should walk quickly but lightly 
ensuring that they are keeping up with the 
game in front. If significant gaps appear and 

there is room, the game behind should be 
invited through. 
In general, when two games are near each 
other and have to decide who plays first, it 
is the game furthest into the round that has 
priority as this is less likely to hold up the 
course. Players finding themselves on the 
wrong fairway - and this has been known 
to happen even at Pollok - should allow the 
game on that fairway to play first rather 
than hurrying across in front of them to ‘get 
out of the way’. 

VISITORS SHOULD BE WELCOMED 
AND MADE TO FEEL AT HOME  
BY MEMBERS
There are other parts of this ‘Code of 
Conduct’. Shouting or loud talking can put 
others off their stroke. There is our liberal 
dress code which should be adhered to on 
the course and in the clubhouse.  Visitors 
should be explicitly welcomed by members, 
greeting them when appropriate, offering 
guidance and generally making them feel at 
home.  
By building this into our behaviour we can 
maintain and, in some areas, re-establish 
the Pollok ethos of a relaxed friendly 
atmosphere where enjoying the game can 
be the main priority.

TOURNAMENT WINNERS

Beatson TriAm Sharon Edgar,  
 Mary Cowan,  
 Christine Cherry, 
 Lenzie Golf Club

Tartan Pro Tour Joe Bryce (9 under)  
Pollok Open  Bathgate Golf Club 
 Joe’s first pro victory

ProDreamUSA Pollok  
Junior Masters Harry Bent (8 under) 
 Gullane Golf Club
 Harry set a new  
 Junior course  
 record of 64

SENIORS’ SECTION

ETIQUETTE

EVENTS’ WINNERS

INAUGURAL SUMMER FOURBALL

Seniors’ Captain John Baxter and ‘permanent’ secretary  
Robin Heron seeing our lady guests off to the best of starts
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